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Andrzej Bartosiewicz has been invited to participate in the panel of “Diversity” session during first Internet Governance Forum (IGF) – Athens 2006. Session has been dedicated to promoting multilingualism and local content and took place on November 1st, 2006.  

Andrzej Bartosiewicz as Rapporteur of Question 16 (IDN) of the Study Group 17 of ITU-T has focused on ITU-T activities on Internationalized Domain Names. 
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Session transcript – selected details:

>>CHAIRMAN VASSILEV:  So now we can continue with the next panel, which is called "Diversity." And the subtheme is promoting multilingualism in local content. First of all, let me introduce all of the participants first of all, our moderator, Mr. Yoshinori Imai, from the Japan broadcasting corporation, or NHK. I'll started from the other end of the table. The first participant is Mr. Andrzej Bartosiewicz from Poland, which is chairman of the IDN group within the study group number 17 of ITU-T. 
 […]
>>ANDRZEJ BARTOSIEWICZ:  Okay. Just maybe briefly introducing myself and putting this in the context of the meeting, I'm running .PL registry, and therefore my focus is domain name system. If we are talking about diversity, from my perspective, Internationalized Domain Names are the key issue, allowing non-English-speaking people to create their addresses, names, especially domain names, and in the future, the whole e-mail addresses, in their local languages. I'm acting as Rapporteur for IDN issues in ITU-T. And from my perspective, our activity within ITU is to facilitate the process. ICANN is playing the key role in the standardization and facilitation. Of course, the IETF and other groups. And what we are doing, we are focusing not on creating standards. We are focusing on facilitating IDN, we are focusing on rising awareness about the security risk, et cetera. Thank you.

>>ANDRZEJ BARTOSIEWICZ:  When you are talking about IDNs, I think that it's not enough to have the standards, because we had most of the standards already done three years ago.  And it's important to have all the stakeholders to be involved. And therefore, I think that it's important also such bodies like ITU, which actually I am dealing with the IDNs within ITU, but also UNESCO and others to participate in facilitating.  It's not enough that there are some countries, especially well developed, which have the Internationalized Domain Names implemented.  It's important to have those that have not enough knowledge so far.  And we have to help them and bring them some information that they can use. It's also -- It has been also mentioned this national sovereignty.  And actually, I was a little bit surprised with Patrik talking about the policy and the need to follow the policy, because from my perspective, it's important that local Internet communities are implementing and deploying the policies.  It's important for IETF, ICANN to create technical background, and it's up to the nations, up to the people to implement the IDNs in the way they think it's important. I know that most of the technical standardization has been already done, but I think it's important to mention in this forum that we still do not have IDN.IDN solutions.  From my perspective, the personal perspective from Poland, it doesn't matter because .PL, it is already internationalized, but those who are using the Arabic or Cyrillic script, Chinese, Japanese, et cetera, not the Latin based, I think it's time for them to type WWW, in Arabic let's say dot the Arabic domain name and dot the ccTLD in Arabic. And I agree with our Chinese representative that it's important, the ccTLD part.  It's the most important in case of multilingual Internet. That are generally my comments.

>>ANDRZEJ BARTOSIEWICZ:  Just short comment on the software issue. As my colleague said, that there must be the market demand for the software. And when we were starting implementing Internationalized Domain Names five years ago, people were shouting, "There's no software to support, et cetera." And that was true. But when there were more and more ccTLDs, for example, and gTLDs implementing Internationalized Domain Names, the software vendors found out that there is market demand. So they have to provide the IDN support in the browsers, in the operating systems. And Microsoft, in my opinion, personal opinion, were delaying the software deployment - the IDN support in windows, because  there was no demand. And it's very reasonable.  When there were a lot of implementations of Internationalized Domain Names in the last two years, we have the new Windows, with IDN support and Internet Explorer Version 7.  There are normal market relations. And if there is demand, there is software.  Therefore, this is our role, and especially people they are attending IGF, to promote this, to facilitate, to make this demand in the local communities in their countries.
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